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held in 393), which forbade the bishops and priests to take part in the festivals. Moreover, the custom, was extending to other festive occasions, such as the funerals of the wealthy. St. Paulinus of Nola writes approvingly of the giving of such an efulum sacrum at Rome.1
The custom had been suppressed at Milan and other places, but the Africans clung to it with great obstinacy. However, in 3955 Augustine determined to make a strong effort to break the tradition. About the beginning of Lent occurred the feast of St. Leontius, the patron of Hippo, whose anniversary was always celebrated with great Bacchic fervour both at the Catholic and the Donatist basilica. A few days before the feast Augustine opened his campaign with an eloquent sermon on the viciousness of the custom. There were few people present, but these spread a report of the sermon, and a large number came
1 Old St. Peter's witnessed sights hardly less curious than its successor witnesses to-day. Sacred banquets were often held in it, and Jerome gives many another profane spectacle. He tells in one letter of a wealthy dame who ran down the long line of Christian mendicants with her gifts, and who, when an enterprising old lady had doubled back to get a second coin, promptly felled her with a blow. The murderous conflict which accompanied the papal election in 366, when one hundred and thirty corpses were left on the floor of one basilica^ occurred elsewhere.